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Election Rights 

Adelin UNGUREANU1 

Abstract 

The human person, as social being, is directly involved in organizing the 
community it belongs in. A vide classification, from an election point of view, divides 
persons into voters and elected, the second category holding the social destinies of those from 
the first category, much larger obviously. The degree to which government leaders can be 
nominated, whether the population should or should not participate in nominating them 
through voting procedures, taking into consideration historical but also contemporary 
reasons, age requirements for acquiring the differentiated right to vote as well as the 
opportunity to be able to run and implicitly attain a public office or a public dignity 
position, all these along other aspects represent causes and consequences of the recognition 
and exercise of the right to vote and to be elected.   

 

Keywords: elections, referendum, vote, citizen, election campaign, term, rights 

and obligations, legislation.  
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1. Introduction 

The power of the people has been seemingly exerted through the 

creation of the possibility of the individual, later nominated as citizen to 

have some sort of decision force in administrating state affairs. Over time, 

this possibility did not take a permanent character and we even dare stating 

with maximum certainty that it lacked this character for a long period of 

time so that the generalization of the possibility of common individuals to 

decide to some degree the nomination of their leaders represents the print of 

the contemporary era and, for some time, of the modern one also. Along 

time, in order to vote, certain condition had to be met, the census vote 

system – subject that we will later turn to, represented one of the versions of 

voting that restricted this right, which stands and even forms the base for 

democracy.  

The means of designating state leaders have varied through time, 

from acquiring this status through heredity, or as a consequence of 

conquests or of the nomination from elements external to the state or by 

using an elective (voting system), the latter variant at a large scale being 

specific rather to times closer to the present ones. The election procedure of 

choosing by expressing the option of a community has later become the 

successful practice also for small, local groups that nominate their leaders 

ad-hoc or for long terms by indicating the options of the members of the 

group. In this process, support and betrayal are both generated within the 

group as well as unjustified friendships and passions, ultimately this being 

the case of a simple election game with different effects, nonetheless, for the 

winners take more or almost everything while the losers obtain whatever is 

left. 

2. The Right to Vote and to be Elected 

Paraphrasing Shakespeare, to be or not to be, this seems to represent 

the consequence of the vote. This instrument, although seems harmless 

reported to its individual strength, has as result government and system 

overturns and some have even influenced the greatest decisions of mankind. 

Perhaps this thought went through the mind of President Lincoln when 

stating the affirmation that would later become a famous quote – the ballot is 

stronger than the bullet. If in time people, future leaders have used influence for 

acquiring slaves, dealt with mercenary undertakings for paying foreign 

Ungureanu, A. (2015). Election Rights. Logos Universality Mentality Education Novelty, Section: LAW,  IV(1), 17-30.
Doi: http://dx.doi.org/10.18662/lumenlaw.2015.0401.03



Election Rights 
Adelin UNGUREANU 

 

19 

soldiers or formed youngsters from early ages as trust-worthy soldiers, the 

competition, in the scope of our theme, has shifted on the field of election 

disputed by identifying competitors through any means, that we call legal, by 

obtaining as many votes as possible because their number sets the 

delimitation line between winners and losers, between those that will 

influence destinies and those whose destinies will be influenced.  

Whenever we take into consideration democracy as state organizing 

mechanism from a historic point of view the world looks through time 

towards the ancient Greeks who took their decisions in an archaic form of 

voting and this was unheard of for other people in those times. As far as the 

usage of ballots in the Romanian territory, the first evidence, obviously on a 

small scale, appears in the first half of the XIXth century however limited to 

small circles at the level of central state government and there still was a long 

road until voting became accessible for common people in determining 

some sort of state level measures.  

Moving passed these evocative aspects we can find the right to vote 

or election right in the present scholarly literature having more 

characteristics, such as: universal, equal, direct, secret and freely expressed 

(Popescu, Manta, Răcean & Şuţă, 2010, p. 92-93). 

The universal character of voting has evolved over time from a 

period when this right was reserved merely to small circles of leaders or rich 

people, as proved by the census voting system, then to a period when the 

right to vote was recognized for all men of a certain age and only when the 

entire population of a state, of age, both women and men, had gained this 

prerogative the universal nature of voting could truly be considered fulfilled. 

It is however also true that even today and here there are small exceptions, 

consequence of legislation, and this is not specific merely to normative acts 

in the Romanian election field, and refer to situations such as: persons that 

have, by intervention of a court judgment, been forbidden the temporary 

exercise of their elective rights or those that for reasons of insufficient 

psychological development do not have the capacity to represent the 

dimensions of their vote, more exactly do not have the discernment over 

what the implications of such a right are.  

The universality of voting, we dare state today, represents a 

confirmation of the fact that the democratic character of a state functions. 

How can we otherwise talk about the power of the people if it cannot 

participate in the nomination process of those that will run the state for 

different periods of time or even of those that take over the destinies of 
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local communities, as these are also elected through an elective exercise? 

Then, as we already have introduced the subject of the power of the people, 

expressed through elections, the citizens of our state can periodically be 

consulted on important issues concerning the evolution of the state. Not less 

true, and this must be underlined for there have been situations when the 

leaders of our country have made use of this constitutional option as an 

election instrument to either associate their own political evolution with an 

idea that enjoys great popularity amongst the electorate or simply to place 

their adversaries in terms of election competition in a posture somewhat 

different from the general attitude of a large mass of voters. But the main 

idea is not this one, and through the effects of the universal vote any 

Romanian citizen of age participates and decides who will take over the 

legislative power and by way of consequence the executive power as well, 

who will detain the supreme function in the state, who will be those that will 

make decisions at the level of the local public administration (region and 

city/township) and also can state their opinion, through referendum, on 

certain major aspects, regarding social evolution, constitutional alterations, 

the establishment of administrative limitations of home cities of other 

important aspects for the community.  

At times, criticisms have been brought to this trait based on 

universality, using punctual arguments, namely, how is it possible to exercise 

in the fullness of free decision, the right to vote, a person who doesn't know 

how to read or whose level of education is very low andthere is a risk of 

extremely easy influencing its decision. This fact is not really that unknown, 

however we want to sustain the contrary.With all its shortcomings, the 

universal right to vote represents a success of democracy, an evening-out of 

the balance betweenthose that govern and those that are governed, and the 

issues highlighted above, although real, should be annihilated rather by 

supporting education and creating such conditions so any individual 

canbenefit from education and also by limiting the opportunities to 

influence through various means, some too little specific to an elective 

dispute. 

A second characteristic of the enumeration is represented by the 

equality of the vote. Along the time and in Romania there have been persons 

that, in terms of qualification, of the offices held or professional duties 

carried out, held several votes within the same ballot. In the current 

legislation, however, every person of age entitled to vote holds the possibility 

of exercising only once the vote, within one and the same electoral 
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exercise.The validly expressed vote of every citizen produces the same 

effects, regardless of who was the holder of its exercising, especially since, as 

we are to analyze throughout this material, when we take into account the 

confidential nature of the vote there is no theoretical possibility of 

identifying the electoral option expressed by a certain person in 

particular.Election campaigns are designed and implemented through 

various strategies by organizations that are in competition, and the equality 

of votes has allowed the obtaining of victories by concentrating to obtain 

votes in certain electoral basins, thus attracting the confidence of 

theelectorate, either ofnumerous practitioners of some professions, or of 

compact geographic areas, where electoral options for a particular color 

clearly dominate the other visions from the electoral competition, unlike 

other geographical spaces. 

Through its direct characteristic, the exercise of this right can 

exclusively be made by its holder. No other legal subject can receive a 

mandate to vote instead of the legal holder of the exercise of this 

prerogative. However, for the diversity of life can bring about situations 

when, due to social or medical reasons a person cannot reach the location 

where the voting precinct has been placed, on a very simple previous 

procedure that entails a written request and a medical proof, from the voting 

section that the voter belongs to according to the permanent electoral lists, a 

mobile ballot box will be dispatched with the appropriate personnel, so as to 

reach in useful time the domicile/residence of the person requesting the 

mobile ballot and to fulfill all the formalities needed to carry out the 

procedure of exercising the right to vote. We mention that, in this field, not 

even a power of attorney in authentic form can grant another person the 

right to exercise voting privileges of another person for the direct 

characteristic is strictly personal. With the aim of creating an environment 

conducive to the exercise of this subjective freedom of choice, in those days 

when election competitions are organized, there exists the possibility of 

opening voting sections in markets, bus stations, hospitals or in other 

locations alleged to be easily accessible for people in transit. Up until the last 

constitutional change in our country (2003), often voting sections were 

organized also within military units, where soldiers were located, based on 

the fundamental duty of carrying out mandatory military service and 

therefore they could exercise their right to vote, to opt for a certain solution 

in case of referendums, personally as we have already mentioned and not 

through intermediaries.  
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The secret character of the vote was meant to ensure the protection 

of the holder of this right, meaning that he/she could not, under any 

circumstances, be incriminated by the society in general but also by the work 

environment or the attitude of those close for their political option or the 

chosen version in cases when the population is consulted as above 

described. No matter what a person states, besides the apparent association 

with an idea or an ideology group, what a person chooses when exercising 

the right to vote has a secret character. In order to keep this trait, there are 

clear obligations set in place so as to insure that from the moment a person 

enters the voting cabin and up until it introduces the ballot into the voting 

urn no other person can verify or have any type of access to the vote 

expressed.  

The characteristic of free expression of the vote can be interpreted as 

a completion to the previous trait, in the sense that, benefiting from the 

secret exercise of its vote without the possibility of later discovery of the 

choice made, the holder of the right to vote can opt for any variant it 

desires, regardless of the pressures or recommendations received and 

independently of its adhesion to a political force. The voter can choose in 

secret and freely the option that corresponds to its consciousness and 

convictions for there is not ulterior way of identifying its option.  

Therefore, the vote presents certain characteristics that define it and 

compliance to these is mandatory throughout the entire election process. 

The following considerations under our attention analyze the position of the 

holder of this right in report to its own vote. Namely, if this is a subjective 

right or, on the contrary, its exercise must become an obligation born out of 

civil principles that in the same time must co-interest the citizen in its 

involvement in the decision making process regarding the community it 

belongs to. In most democratic countries in the world, the vote represents a 

right, but there are exceptions: thus, in Belgium, Cyprus, Greece or 

Luxembourg, at the level of our continent, legislative provisions oblige the 

population to exercise itsvote, and in the case of the first State mentioned 

some specific sanctions are also provided for, although not applied in 

practice (www.dcnews.ro).  

I will not dwell on the differences betweenthe subjective right and 

the correlative obligation, but the status of the vote in relation to its holder 

should be well defined. In terms of effectiveness, there have been and still 

are disputes between the scholars, on whether the vote must mean a right or 

an obligation.Basically, we admit the opinion according to which it is a right, 
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conferring its holder the possibility to choose a particular option, and under 

these terms the vote will remain a right, otherwise it would be compromised 

in its essence. The controversies, however, evolve around the exercise of the 

right to vote. Taking into consideration the fact that in many electoral 

rounds, both in our country as well as across entire Europe there can be 

observed a significant decrease in the number of those who vote, the issue 

of whether the exercise of the vote should become a civic task has been 

raised, obliging all persons of age to participate to the vote. It must not in 

any waybe confused this attitude with the obligation of a person to vote in a 

certain way, the secrecy of the vote and freedom of expression remaining 

intangible characteristics. In fact, even if the exercise of the right to vote is 

mandatory, the person concerned may not necessarily vote, it only has an 

obligation to be physically present or to request the electoral board to be 

present and introduce the bulletin into the ballot box, or to put at its 

disposal a mobile ballot box for medical reasons or otherwise, but the 

individual can practically inserting a blank ballot (as received) without 

choosing one of the options or it has the possibility to check on several 

options, which would attract the annulment of the ballot and depriving it of 

its effects. 

Repositioning the nature of the vote for its holder as an obligation, 

and not a right, for efficiency reasons should be accompanied by one or a set 

of sanctions for those that would not fulfill this obligation.There are 

arguments for both side, but in my opinion the vote, be it referred to under 

its exercise aspect, must remain a right, and the low percentages in presence 

at certain elections should determine those involved in electoral races to find 

solutions which would make people come to vote, as sometimes the absence 

of valid options keeps citizens away from the election stations! 

According to the provisions of our countries’ present Constitution, 

three articles from the second chapter of the second title regarding the 

fundamental rights and freedoms are dedicated to election rights. For an 

eloquent highlight certain citations will be extracted. Therefore: “citizens 

have the right to vote from the age of 18 years old, election day included” 

(Romanian Constitution, art. 36, paragraph. 1); “candidates must have, until 

the voting day inclusively, at least 23 years to be elected to the Chamber of 

Deputies or the local public administration bodies, at least 33 years to be 

elected to the Senate and at least 35 years old to be elected to the Office of 

President of Romania” (Romanian Constitution, art. 37, paragraph. 2);  

“Romanian citizens have the right to elect and be elected to the European 
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Parliament” (Romanian Constitution, art. 38). In some interpretations, 

including the right of association has been considered an electoral right, but 

its characteristic is not essentially electoral because by association any sort of 

legitimate interests can be pursued, not exclusively political but also 

economical or cultural ones (Muraru & Tănăsescu, 2005, p. 179). 

It can easily be deducted from those exposed, as pronounced 

electoral rights those to elect and to be elected, both within the framework 

of executive and legislative elective structures powers in the country, as well 

as in the framework of the parliamentary body of the European Union. 

As regards the age for acquiring the right to vote, as I have shown it 

corresponds with the coming of agefor every citizen, and the fundamental 

norm expressly conditions that the fulfillment of this age must take place not 

later than on the day the elections are organized. Thus, under a strict 

arithmetic approach, a person born after 11 pm would become of age at the 

time of his birth registration, but since at that time the polling stations are 

already closed, the person has the opportunity to manifest its option through 

voting throughout the entire day it becomes of age, so basically a few hours 

before tapping into the demanded age. 

The individual, according to the present texts of the fundamental law 

in our legal system, can be elected in a public office or dignity only if, 

besides the other conditions set through the provisions of organic laws, is of 

a certain age up until the day of the elections the latest and not necessarily 

until the day it registers is candidacy, as expressly provided for in the 

constitutional norm.  

If the right to vote is acquired at the age of 18, the age condition is 

not maintained in the case of the right to be elected. Due to reasons 

pertaining to the development of the person and the carrying out of studies 

or obtaining expertise in the social life, the age a person aspiring to a public 

office or dignity must have is high. So, in order to accede to a local public 

dignity: local counselor, county counselor, deputy mayor, mayor, deputy 

chairman or chairman of the county board it is enough to have 23 years in 

the day (Sunday) of the elections. The same age is required for a young 

person, besides the other conditioning set by legal regulations, also for 

becoming a deputy in the countries’ Parliament and ten more years are 

required in order to accede to the other parliamentary chamber. On this 

issue, certain fundamentally different points of view can the argued, meaning 

that the age difference is considerably large although the parliamentary 

chambers succeed each other as decisional chambers depending on the 
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legislative projects and yet we cannot talk about one of the parliamentary 

chambers as being net superior to the other one as in the case of other states 

that have bi-chamber legislative bodies. Since there is no such disproportion 

in attributions, a lower age difference might have been recommended, aspect 

that might be improved at a future revision of the constitution or even in 

case a new supreme law is adopted if considered necessary for other reasons 

also, obviously. On the other hand, much more justified is the requirement 

of an age of full maturity for the election of the person that will occupy the 

supreme function in the state. I remember the heated debates even from the 

setting of the first conditions for the first presidential elections in Romania 

that took place in May 1990. Voices in the legislative forum were heard, even 

temporary after December 1990, that maintained that the minimum age can 

even be 18 and a Romanian this young could be a solution for a state that 

found itself in the beginnings of a new organization in its history. However, 

taking into account the role of the function, its implications, the 

representation position on the external plan and other elements, an older age 

set for obtaining the legal capacity of being elected for the highest function 

in the state represents a wise decision. The provisions of the constitutional 

law enjoy certain stability in time so the rules regarding the right to be 

elected remain in force for long periods of time, in principle, and can be 

altered only together with the constitutional text.  

Regarding electoral rights forEuro-elections (European Parliament 

elections), thevoting right on Romanian territory is acquired at the same age 

and in the same way as for any other type of election. By reference to 

national law in conjunction with European procedures, for Romanian 

citizens the minimum age for obtaining a warrant is the same as the one 

provided as necessary for accession in the Chamber of deputies of the 

national Parliament. We find here that a particular constitutional text lacks,as 

the text of the supreme law does not expressly set this age for the European 

Parliament election and on the territory of other member – states of the 

European Union the minimum age for running in elections is 18 in the 

majority of states, with some exceptions: Belgium, Cyprus, Lithuania, Latvia, 

Estonia and the Czech Republic, Bulgaria, Slovakia and Poland where the 

minimum age is 21 and Italy where the age of 25 is required and Romania 

with 23 (http://www.europarl.europa.eu/), as already mentioned. 

Considering the relatively young age required in Europe for a candidacy it is 

even more debatable and potentially revisable the age condition set for being 

elected in the Senate of the Romanian state. 
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We can find at the level of the Union a trend of accepting the right 

to stand as a candidate at younger ages compared to those provided for in 

the Romanian legislation. In terms of legal symmetry, once the individual 

acquires the right to vote it would be able to also get the right to be elected, 

symmetry that has not found legal consecration in the Romanian legislation, 

not even for local public authorities from the rural area. This legislative 

attitude is debatable, but there are arguments that can be evoked for both 

versions, also for recognizing both rights starting from the same age as well 

as for acquiring the capacity to exercise these rights at different moment, 

exclusively age-based.  

Through a document adopted by the United Nations Organizations’ 

General Assembly at December 10th, 1948 called the Universal Declaration 

of Human Rights, in its 30 articles representing a collection of rights and 

freedoms with a profound fundamental character, even imminent for the 

existence of the human being in a contemporary society, one of these texts 

strictly refers to electoral rights, as follows: “Everyone has the right to take part in 

the government of his country, directly or through freely chosen representatives.Everyone has 

the right of equal access to public service in his country.The will of the people shall be the 

basis of the authority of government; this will shall be expressed in periodic and genuine 

elections which shall be by universal and equal suffrage and shall be held by secret vote or 

by equivalent free voting procedures.” (Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 

article 21) The Declaration has been ratified by our country inclusively so 

the principles exposed in its texts have been retrieved in the national law. 

Although there have not been any strict rules implemented, of procedural 

nature, regarding the moment the right to be elected is acquired or the 

means by which the representatives are designated, general ideas are 

sanctioned regarding the free aspiration for public offices by any citizen as 

well as the periodic organization of elections so that the population can 

nominate its governors as an expression of the will of the nation.  

Not only the document adopted shortly after the war ended and that 

we mentioned in the previous paragraph has nominated electoral rights, and 

these are indicated in other international regulations, true charter of rights 

adopted at regional level, for Europe, America, Africa and the Asian region 

states. The vote has therefore become preponderantly in the past century a 

contouring instrument for designating state or local governments.  Through 

these supra-national regulations the sphere of human rights receives a more 

efficient legal protection and in the same time new guarantees can be 

constituted for respecting human rights. “The present tendency is to impose human 
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rights a universal character. This means that starting from the concept of humanity, the 

norms regarding human rights are applied everywhere in a unitary manner, passing over 

any consideration of time and place. This way the beneficiary of this right is taken out of 

the context it lives in and is dislocated from a certain historic time and place and in the 

name of humanity a right is given.” (Dănişor, 2011, p. 231) 

The organization process of elections consists of establishing and 

taking a complex of necessary measures for exercising election rights, 

concretely both the right to vote and the right to be elected. In Romania, the 

election process is organized periodically, depending of the kind of elections. 

Thus, the mandate for local authorities is of 4 years, the same as the 

legislature of the Parliament, while the elections for electing the president of 

the state and the representatives to the European Parliament take place every 

5 years. In order to fill mandates, free due to diverse situations: death, 

resignation, dismissal of mayors, elections can be organized in those 

particular collectivities and therefore the remaining mandates can be 

covered. For example, if until local elections are organized in the 

xcommune, as result of the elected mayors’ resignation, there are 2 

remaining years of the initial term, then the new mayor elected after 

elections are organized will have a 2 year term and not a 4 year one for it’s 

the case of partial elections. So far as for the election of the members of the 

Parliament the constituency voting process is used, within the election 

districts, the procedure used is similar also in cases when the election district 

remains, for various reasons, without a representative in the bodies holding 

the legislative power. This procedure needs to be used also in case of 

vacancy of the presidential office. However, where elections have been 

organized using the procedure of voting from a list, detrimental to the 

constituency voting procedure, the necessity of organizing anticipated 

elections can only be retained in extreme cases (dissolution of the parliament 

or of the council), otherwise the office held by one person whose term is 

over can be filled by the first alternate on the list.  

Taking into consideration the complexity of elections, the need to 

keep records of electoral nature and the delineation of a continuity in this 

field, a state body has been created – the Permanent Electoral Authority, 

having the status of an autonomous authority, specialized in ensuring the 

organization of elections or other forms of population consultation. In the 

same time, the institution has the role of supervising and informing the 

population on election dynamics at each type of election or referendum 

Ungureanu, A. (2015). Election Rights. Logos Universality Mentality Education Novelty, Section: LAW,  IV(1), 17-30.
Doi: http://dx.doi.org/10.18662/lumenlaw.2015.0401.03



Logos Universality Mentality Education Novelty 
Section: Law  

 

28 

organized. Its role is both pre-electoral and post-electoral, ensuring visibility 

over all statistics and centralized data resulting from the voting procedure. 

 Of the total number of persons that have the right to candidate and 

that have exercised this right and deposed their candidacy for different local 

or national offices, depending on the number of mandates, merely a part of 

the candidates can be declared winners. There are a series of procedural 

steps regarding: deposition of the candidacies, recording of potential appeals 

or complaints, the carrying out of the election campaign, the election itself, 

counting of votes and publication of results and, after yet other phases, the 

publication of the final results. The persons elected have to be sworn into 

office and have to take on their duties, be they either local councilman, 

mayor, county councilman, president, member of the parliament. Only after 

they are sworn in and the specific festivities are carried out can the person 

elected effectively begin its activity. Although there have been many 

controversies and different examples used and even initiatives proposed, the 

Romanian legislation does not establish a maximum limit of terms a person 

can hold, with the exception of the President, this office cannot be held by 

the same person for more than two terms. Besides this exception, the 

presidents and vice-presidents of the county council, mayors, vice-mayors, 

members of the parliament, local council members can have as many terms 

they desire if they obtain the necessary votes. There are not even age 

limitations set. We consider it interesting to mention that if one of the 

reasons for retirement at a certain age is to ensure better efficiency in the 

work carried out, in the matter of leading and governing a community, be it 

national or local, this type of impediment seems not to exist. 

3. Results 

The legislative impact upon the electoral rights is important because 

indirectly the main decisions in the evolution of a community are influenced. 

Because the Romanian legislation does not equivalent the moment both 

types of electoral rights are attained, the right to vote and the right to be 

elected, a disequilibrium is created concerning the means of obtaining the 

capacity to exercise all types of electoral rights as well as compared to other 

states from the continent. Even if not for the supreme office in the state, the 

one that implies a particular status in the matter of immunities and stability, 

for all other public offices and dignities a younger age requirement could be 

considered in the eventual calculations of a constitutional amendment.  
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By including these rights into the category of fundamental rights, a 

guarantee has been created against the introduction of any form of 

conditioned vote, as was the case of the census vote that implied the 

mandatory condition of paying in order for the right to vote to be 

recognized. Electoral rights represent a sensitive subject and are in the same 

time the aspiration of entire generations of revolutionaries in many parts of 

the world and so they must be regulated as clearly as possible in the 

constitutional provisions so as to not create the possibility for different 

political forces that temporarily hold state power to intervene in force and in 

a hurry on the legal provisions concerning the citizen freedoms of voting 

and being elected. 

At present, there are discussion in Romania and even initiatives and 

debates on the exercise of the right to vote through correspondence. The 

category envisaged by these initiatives are Romanian citizens, holders of 

electoral rights that live outside the country borders, representing a two digit 

percentage of the total number of voters. The measure is necessary due to 

the fact that this category is dispersed on large territories outside state 

borders, adding up to a large proportion of voters for whom, otherwise, 

would prove very difficult, perhaps even impossible practically, to exercise 

one of the rights that stands as foundation of democracy. 

4. Conclusions 

Right of obligation – the exercise of the right to vote, is one of the 

debates recorded in the scholarly literature and arguments and contra-

arguments exist for both conceptions. Personally, as we have already 

underlined in the text of the present paper, the vote remains a right of the 

citizen and an obligation of the state understood as an obligation to create 

the conditions in which this can be properly exercised and to consider the 

opinion of the electorate mass, aspects that still await answers concerning 

certain consultations of the population. 

Electoral rights have evolved with the democratization of life and 

have registered evolutions or, on the contrary, restrictions. Initially, in the 

space below the Danube, the designation of chancellors had no tangency 

with the option of the inhabitants of those parts and there existed other 

means of nominating these, many times with the involvement of external 

forces. However, slowly, slowly, the idea of expressing an option takes shape 

being used within collective government structures: Public Meetings, ad-hoc 

meetings and others. Then, a part of the population, especially those having 
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a good material situation, acquires the right to vote and to express their 

opinion in the process of designating certain representatives or with the 

occasion of popular plebiscites. Later, the right to vote was recognized only 

for the masculine part of the population and, among them only those being 

of a certain age, usually an older one. The beginning of the past century 

would bring the universality of voting by recognizing this exercise for both 

men and women and at present the age requirement has been brought down 

to the age full exercise capacity is acquired.  

If we would not have reports along the passing of time, including the 

past Romanian electoral competition when the Stalinist slogan was used “it 

does not matter who votes, it matters who counts the votes”, I dare state 

that the success of democracy would be to some degree ensured. However, 

as through diverse mechanisms, by distorting the meaning or the outcome of 

the vote results can be achievedthat are contrary to the popular will and, 

even more seriously, repressive regimes and measures can be imposed, the 

vote will produce its natural effects so long as the process is organized with 

maximum transparency and will be overlooked by persons, institutions and 

organizations lacking any involvement in the electoral dispute. If contrary, 

those few that count will be much more important than the many that vote! 

References 

Dănişor, G. (2011). Filosofia drepturilor omului. Bucharest: Universul Juridic 
Publishing House. 

Muraru, I., Tănăsescu, E. S. (2005). Drept constitutional şi instituţii politice, ediţia 
12, vol. I. Bucharest: ALL Beck Publishing House. 

Popescu, E., Manta, C., Răcean, M., Şuţă, V. (2010). Drept constitutional şi 
instituţii politice. Petroşani: Universitas Publishing House. p.92-93 

Constituţia României, Title II. Fundamental rights, freedoms and duties, 
chapter II. Fundamental rights and freedoms, art.36 (the right to 
vote); 37 (the right to be elected); art. 38(the right to be elected in 
the European Parliament). 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights, art.21 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ftu/pdf/ro/FTU_1.3.4.pdf (pag.3 –UE 

technical data sheets, 2015) 
http://www.dcnews.ro/vezi-care-sunt-arile-unde-votul-este-

obligatoriu_444117.html 

Ungureanu, A. (2015). Election Rights. Logos Universality Mentality Education Novelty, Section: LAW,  IV(1), 17-30.
Doi: http://dx.doi.org/10.18662/lumenlaw.2015.0401.03

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ftu/pdf/ro/FTU_1.3.4.pdf
http://www.dcnews.ro/vezi-care-sunt-arile-unde-votul-este-obligatoriu_444117.html
http://www.dcnews.ro/vezi-care-sunt-arile-unde-votul-este-obligatoriu_444117.html

